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An irnquest touching the death of
Edwin Alfred Liddle, aged 37, who was
found dead in Charles street yesterday
morning with 8 revolver at bis side, was

! held at the River View Hotel this afier-
t noon befere Mr K. Whitfield (roroner)
! and a jury of seven, of which Mr Johe
{ Guan was foremsn. The first witness
, “".d WAaS UP. h*ll P, Hu mes, who
d posed that he was called in by the
poiice about 10 am. to-day to see the
body of deceased. He found biood had
'| bcen runping from the mouth and
postrils, and there was blood
on the moustache and whiskers.
Riger mortis had setin. Witness sub-
sequently made 8 post mortem examins-
tion, and on removiog the scalp found a
large clot of blood between the scalp and
skull.  The bome of the skuil was
splintered. and he removed the splinters
exposing s passage a quarter of an inch
in diameter. He searched and found a
| small conical bullet, and further probing
showed the passage ended at the roof of
the mouth s guarter of an inch behlind




the upper part of the teeth. He should
say the bullet had entered at the roof of
the mouth, and must have been done by
deceased himself. Death resulted from
injury to the brain caused by a buliet.
John Beott deposed that he identified
the hody of deceased as that of his son-
in-law, K. A. Liddle. He last saw de-
ceased 10 days ago. For the past two
years deceased had been suffering from
incipient paralysis. and had been under.
treatment by Ur Be ey, of Melbourne.
His age was 37, a nitive of Victora, |
and was a lawyer's clerk. For some
days deceased hud been in low spirits, |
sand comp'ained of & pan in the head
Deceased was not in want from a jecu-
niary semre  Frank Hart, rronmonger
depuiod that he saw deceased between
5 and 6 pm. yesterday, when he
want 1nto witness’ shop and ssked for a
revolver he had selected 1n the morsing.
Witness gave him the .evolver and a box
of earirdges. !he weapon produced s
the same that he puarchased. [Decessed
vaird for the artieles with two sovereigns.




receiving 168 change. Witness had never
seen deceased before, and while n the
shop said he came from Hunter's River.
suc asked if t e revolver would kil at
20yds. There was nothing strange in
the manner or behnvior of Lid tle, who
was sober at the time; had he
not beer he would not have served
hm. Charles Day deposed that
he kept & fancy shop in Brisbane
street He saw decesed sbout 630
p.m. yesterday eveninz in his shop; he
came in saying he wanted to buy some
t ys for bis children, and he bought two,
paying 11s.  He said he was nearly blind,
and he also gave instructy n- fir he toys
to be sent out. He a<ked for pen, ink,
and paper, sating he must write a note,
but dicr.:lul think he coud as he was
nearly paralysed He wrote s let er and
gate 1t 10 witne:s to despatch for him
wita the toys. His manner wss very
jceul ar and was very particular about
the time, ard when witres« told him. he
wrote ot the bottom of the note ““ 6 30,
5 389 farewell.” Deceased was quite



sober BSarah Jane Hughes d- posed that
she resided 1n Charles street, near Dear.
don's timberyard. Between 7and 9 o'eclock
yesterdsy evening she was sitting in
the back part of her house when she
heard a noise resembling that of a
bottle bursting. She knew where the
body was found, and her window would
be sbout Biyds from it Thomes
Bute, a drayman, gave evidence to the
effrct that he was employed by Mr
Deardon, and about 7 30 this m rning
whea he went to work, saw the body of
deceascd ngainst some timber n the far
end of the verd, snd sent information to
the police  SBub-inspeetor Green depsed
that he went to the yard in ques
tion, in eonsequence of a report
mede to him, and found the body of
deceased, which was lying at the end of
a pile of timber, 36yd from Charles
street, the body being well over on the
left side with the face nearly touching
the ground, blood coming from the l?‘
and nostrils, whilst there was a pool by
hisside He found the revolver and




eartndges produced by his side, and on
the body found two lett-rs one ad.
dressed tolh- Hon. John Scott, and the
other to Thomas Grifirhe, Tamar
Brewery, on the envelope being the words
“ Take this at once.” Between the two
letters he found half a sheet of note
paper with the following words . " 1
am, or was, Edwin Alfred ledlo,
if dead take my body to the morgue,’
with the date and time He found 2s 0d
in siiver, kniie, pipe, tobscco pou-h, sad
handkerchief. &unm had the body
removed to the morgue. This eoncluded
t e ¢vid nee, and the Cororer having
summ~d up. the jury returned a verd ¢

of suicide whilet in a fit of temporary
ilulity.
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