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FATAL ACCIDENT ON THE G.W.R
AT SWINbON, |

——— o] i e
MAN ENCUKED DOWN DURING SHUNT-
" ING GEFERATIONS, {

THE t.‘ruRuNni{ ‘S ENQUIRY, |

Yesterday (Friday) alternoon Mr A 1.] For-
rester, the Coroner fo_r; North Wilts, !m,d. an
jmquest in the Council| Boom of the GIW.R,
Mechanies' Institution, Swindon, touching the
death ot Johu Tucker, aged 60 years, of (oate,
near Swindonm, who "wak run over and killed
by an cngine crane on the G.W.R. line at
swindon on’ Wednesdar morning. l-

Mr Prederick Booker was appointed foreman
of the jury P
Mr Gerald B. Snape, H.M. Inspector of Fac
tories, of Carlton Canmbrs, Bristol, attended
the enquiry. ' | !

Mr Albert Lewisand Mr W Bnrmti were
ppesent rﬁle‘prm:uting the Loco. Departmpnt of
e G.W.KH. : \ :

‘EL{r W. 8. Jones, from the pffice of Mr A.
B. Withy, wis present representing the widow.
“The first witness called was Edmond Thomaa
Tucker. living at Upper Wu_npomt‘l_gh. ! Wit:
pess, & labourer in the G.W_R. Works, said
the deceased (was his father, who wae 60 years
at age last birthday., ‘The deceased was a la-
bourer. When deceased left home fdr his
work:on Wednesday morning, 'he was in good
health -and spirits,  Witness walked with his’
father to work. Deceased did not suffgr from
deafness nor! was his .sight defective, . ]
~ The ‘next witness was George John Morrie.
living at 100, Gladstone Stredt, Swind‘bn, an
engine drivey in the anlo\y of,thﬂ_G.“’;.R. e
patd that on Wednesday, the 20th inst., he was

shunting in tha loco. yard. lle was pgr -
ing back on the down road mext to the wall
ftowards the| wsiﬁhhridge. Hb z:fpﬁned to
glancs acrosy, and siw the deéeased struck by
a truck and! fall. . "He immediately blew the
brake whistle of his owﬁn ;:_ngire and, Exjouted.
Witness thep jum o 8 éngine a ThD
e Sold,  those
er the|engine.
He looked underneath and saw|the man pinned
‘down by the girder siay of the bogest of the
jengine.  Witness took his coal off, got under-
neath, nnd helped to .extricatp the man, who
jbreathed| his last as he was put|on the efretcher.
" The Coroner: Was it the steam crane that
pushed the trucks that knocked the mnfl down?
. Witness: Yes. ; :
Witness said he had seen tlip deceasdd clean-
jing other points that ‘mornigg. It rwas the
deceysed’s general duty. Deceased was not
new{to the job. | ~
! eply to Mr Jones, witnges said | that he
n watchmen with thd men attending
e points in conmection with the trafflo
-department. At the spot where the aqm;l;}nt
"happened, there were generally a’lof of mlen
attending to the permanent way. v
: Henry Roach, of Gorse Hill, i shunter in the
empjoy of the G.W.R. Warks, said was én-
. vard| Abgqut
“.15/on Wednesday morning hé¢ wus talking to
the|deceased, and Tucker asked him jto ““turn
the/ points over so that he could ¢lean the
other gide.”  Witness turned the poipts—hand
poipts—aver, and he then turned pound to
couple on two waggons an to the next
to the wall. The next moment he heard . a
shofit, and turping round, he paw that Tucker

wasl under the steam crane engine! Driver

had peen watchmen with the men sftending
to the points In conpection with the traffo
department. At the spot where the accidant
happaned. there wera generally a’ lot of men
attepding to the permanent way. .
Henry Roach, of Gorse Hill, p shunter in the
‘empjoy of the G.W.R. Works, said he was en-
gaged, as a shunter in the loco. yard, About
+.15/on Wednesday morning hé was talking to
thaldr(‘eased, and Thucker asked him %o "turn
' thef points over so that he pould glean the
other'gide.” Witness turned the points—hand
poigts—over, and he then tutrned round to
couple on two waggons on to the road next
to the wall. The next moment he jheard . a
shotit, and turning round, he kaw that Tucker
was! under the steam crane engine. Driver
Morris gct under the engine, between the en-
ging and the bogey, and witnesy got under at
et Tucker ont. There

the | back to try ang
werp two trucks coupled on to the engine, one
Witness was

trogk of coke and one empty.
quite sure it was the trnots‘ which knocked
the deceased down. It was pot withess's duaty
to attend to the trucks. He id not hotice the

Wtean Ccrane coming upCtowards whewe Tucker
was| He saw_ it at the end of a siding lifting
Witness  dud n0£ ear the

up a erossing.
5tc&_§u crane whistle blow. Tucker and he (wit-
vesd were talking across the road he was
bnotked down on, and he wnas theji clear of

thormgﬁ:,
In reply to Mr Jgnes. witness said il wae a

\'grg rough/and nasty morning. There was a
high wind, which would prevent thi dopeascd
hearing the approach of an engine, as it was
blowing .gninst the deceased and + engine,
There wero the driver, firrman and shuate
in eharge of the engine with the trudks.
e Coroner: Which side was the deceased
standing when you spoke to him?|
Witness: On the drivers siile.
Witness was not sure whether ar hot Tucker

“as in the four foot way whem he was knock. '

~d down. but witness did not think the
shunter could see Tucker.

Davig William Spanswick. a whunter in the
employ of the G.W.R. €0, i the doco. vard.
said thut on Wednesday last abouf 7.15 am.
he was engag.d shnuting  with  the  steam
travelling train,  Ther were coming off No.
15 road with two trucks in Iront of 1he engine.

Uness was riding on the shunting truck |

ext 1o the engine. He wirs niding on th.
nght-hang side of the truek, This wasa an
the ontside of the eurve. the same side 08 the
driver. Witnees did not always rfide on the
satie side as the driver when shunting. In
this vome they cane upon No.o 15 road. and
about M or 60 yards off from wheps the man
was knocked down. witiess woulik lose sight
o' the spot When withess was 0 or 60
vards off he saw the road wias cloar. and no
ohe stand:ing, there, He notwed, however,
Rogel o and turp the points oter to the
road through which he wonld g Witness
QAW NG (N elae, Witness Lthen | heard the
brake whintle frojn the othef engine.

L oreply to Mo Jones, withess anld it was
possible for o man to be in the four foot
way without witness secing hun just  before
the aecident. ‘ '
Ur George Hodway Swinhoe gaid that on Wed.
nesday morning he was ealled to the Medical
Fund Frospital, and he therg found the body
v a man rdentified as John Tuckir, He was
suffering " {rom a gevere sealp wdund on the
left <'de . fractupre of the ukulf_ compound dis-
Jucatiqn: of the left hip. anfl other injuries.
Tuckef died from injurine hd recagved as the
Tosult of being run over on the lin- The-
man was o haddly knocked abont that he monst
have been in the fonr foot WT}'.
The jury returned a verdict of aecidental
deatl, ;

The Caraner: 1 don’t think vou eonld come
e oany ather conclusion.
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